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Anewapproachto

parentinvolvement...

Seehowfar
alittlevolunteeringcango!

Experiencethebenefitsof
GiveMeFive...

• Increasedparentandfamilyinvolvement

• Improvedstudentengagement

• Bettercommunicationbetweenhomeandschool

• Easiertoruneventsandprogrammes

• Datademonstratinghowfamiliesareinvolved

• Astrong,positiveschoolcommunity

• Parentsfeelingincluded

• Teachersfeelingvalued

• Encouragingfuturevolunteers

GETSTARTEDNOW!
TohelpyourschoolgetstartedwithGiveMeFive,

NZPTAhavedevelopedarangeofresources.Sample

guidelines,forms,letters,policies,certificatesandother

resourcesareallfreelyavailabletodownloadfromthe

GiveMeFivewebsite:

givemefive.org.nz
Schoolsarewelcometousetheseresourcesandadjust

themtosuittheneedsoftheirownschoolcommunity.

ForfurtherinformationabouttheGiveMeFive

programme,youcancontactuson:

info@givemefive.org.nz

GiveMeFive
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NewZealandParentTeacherAssociation
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Connectingwithfamilies

Everyoneineducationknowsthatsupportivefamiliesand

whanauarecriticaltoachild’ssuccessfullearning,andto

thesuccessoftheschoolasawhole.Regardlessoftheir

circumstances,researchshowsthatmostparentswantto

supporttheirchildren’slearninganddevelopmentasmuchas

theycan,buttheymayneedhelpfromtheirschooltodothis.

Tobuildaneffectivepartnershipwithfamilies,schoolsneed

toconnectwithparentsinavarietyofways.Thesixkey

componentsofaneffectiveparentinvolvementprogramme

are:communicating,supportinglearning,volunteering,

parenting,schooldecisionmaking,andcollaboratingwiththe

community.

Openthedoortoparents

ThegrassrootsstrategiesofGiveMeFivehelpovercome

perceivedbarrierstoparentinvolvement–time,accesstoaschool,

perceptionsofPTA,anddiversityamongfamilies.

“Ourwidercommunityisbecoming
moreinvolvedwithschool.”

-PRINCIPAL

WithGiveMeFive,schoolsareabletobreakdownthebarriersand

openthedoortoparents.Parentswhohavenevervolunteeredat

schoolwilltakethatfirststepintothebuildingtoreadtoachildor

helpataPTAorschoolevent.

Whyvolunteering?

Actionsalwaysspeaklouderthanwords.Whenchildrenseetheir

parentsdemonstratingthattheycareabouteducation,thechildren

willcare.They’llalsolearnthevalueofhelpingothers.

Howdoesitwork?

Parentsandotherfamilymembersareaskedtogivejustfive

hoursoftheirtimeduringtheyear.Thismakesitseempossible

tofitalittlevolunteeringintoabusylifestyle.

PTAandstaffmembersareencouragedtothinkofmeaningful

waystoincludefamiliesinthelifeoftheschool,sothatall

parentshaveachancetobeinvolved.

Theprogrammecoordinatorkeepsatallyofthenumberof

hoursparentshavegivenandvolunteerswhoreachtheirfive-

hourgoalarerecognisedfortheircontribution.

GiveMeFiveworksbymatchingvolunteerstothetasks

thatneedtobedone,soparentsenjoytheirvolunteering

experienceandschoolsgetthebestfromtheirmostvaluable

resource–people.

Whatcounts?

Whetherparents:

•makeresourcesforateacher

•joininasharedlunchatschool

•runthebookfair

•completeaquestionnaire

•helpinthelibrary

•orlendahandataschoolorPTAevent,

everyactofservicecounts.Ifaparenthaslimitedavailability,

theschoolcanfindactivitiesforthoseparentstodofromhome.

“Whenwehaveajobtodo,itissohandytohave
thelistofnamesrighttheretocallon.”

-PTACHAIRPERSON

“Itwaseasytogetinvolved.I’dalwayswantedto
help,butjustdidn’tknowhow.”

-PARENT

“Itmeanswecanhavemorehelp
withthingslikereading.”

-MATTHEW,AGED12

“Itisgreathavingtheparentsaroundhelping
asitbenefi tsthechildrenhavingsome

one-on-onewhenneeded.”
-TEACHER

“IfeelgoodwhenMumcanseemework.”
-SEAN,AGED9

Supporting
Learning

Volunteering

Parenting

Community
Collaboration

Decision-making

Communication

“Iranfasterinthecrosscountry.”
-KATE,AGED6


